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This compilation records in a convenient form the principal events in the growth of the Parsee
Community, from the time of their mmmigration into India up to the present day. It gives in
a chropological order, the bare details of the lives and doings of those who have in some special
manner contributed to the development of those national characteristics—devout loyalty, love of
truth and constitutional justice, liberality, and mercantile enterprise—which distinguish the
community. Their rapid development from a state of obscurity and poverty into opulence and
soctal and political importance is specially worthy of note. It would be an instructive as well
as an interesting task to trace the causes which have tended to gwve the Parsces a prestige for

unfeigned attachment to their Rulers, magnanimity and benevolence and an ardent desire
for advancement.

The following pages afford ample materials for such a task. They shew how a small band of
Persian fugitives escaped religious persecution and oppression at the hands of their Mahomedan
conquerors, and about the eighth century, landing at Sanjin in Western India, strove to maintain
themselves as tillers of the soil. They shew under what vicissitudes, whilst living in the very
midst of Hindoo idolatry and polytheism, they preserved monotheism and elung to their ancient
rites and ceremonies. They illustrate a striking example how, by keeping up the habit of com-
bination, and adopting the policy of compromise and mutual toleration, they steadily managed
to ingratiate themselves into the favour and confidence of the Hindoo Rajahs, the Mogul Nawibs,
the Maharitta Peshwas, and the British Government ; and lived on terms of peace and unity
with the numerous races among whom their lot was cast.

In Sanjin, the foreigners lived for over five hundred years and devoted themselves to peace-
ful pursuits, till about 1475 A. C. they were called upon to defend the land of their adoption,
and 1400 of them fought by the side of the Rajah against the incursions of Mahomed Begada,
Sultan of Ahmedabad. They succeeded in repelling the first attack; but at last they were
defeated and dispersed, and the remnant fled to the Bahrote Hills and thence joined their

mreligiouiﬁta at Nowsaree.

From Sanjdn they dispersed themselves into small knots over the whole of Gujarat. Between
942 and 997 we find them thriving traders at the port of Cambay, and about the beginning
of the eleventh century of the Christian era they are said to have become powerful rivals of their

Banian neighbours.

We next trace them to Nowsdree, which has since 1,142 remained up to date the chief seat of
the orthodox priesthood. Nowsiree was then a feudal village under the sway of the Delhi Moguls.
The Dasturs as well as the Desiis were constantly in communication with the Moguls, and, not-

withstanding religious differences, the Desdis were entrusted with the collection of the village
o wow
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revenues, on behalf of the Delhi Government. About 1,300 A. C. we find the Parsees of Broach
- - "- a1 i . 4 5
rising into importance as large landholders and cultivators, and the ercction at this place of Towers
of Silence testifies to the increase of their numbers. But the mercantile spirit of the Parsees does

not seem to have had such a rich field of {:1p._~1-:1ii:_1n as at Surat from the 15th to the 18th (?c':nf.ury_

Instead of restricting themselves to cultivation they now took to the useful arts, and followed the

& - " . + Ty i b - ) : ¥ L] i . i
occupation of weavers, carpenters, bricklayers and ship-builders. lhe Duteh, the Armenian, and

the Portuguese merchants who traded with Surat always found trusty friends and co-operators
among the Parsees. The advent of British merchants under the United Iast India qu;nﬂpu_uy gave
a strong impetus to Parsee enterprise, and we find that some of the leading Parsees of Surat not
only advanced moneys for the purposes of trade, but one of them in 1660 proceeded on a mission to
the Great Mogul at Delhi and succeeded in obtaining for the Company’s President the privilege of
establishing a Factory at Surat. Tt was no doubt through the staunch assistance and the influence
of the Parsees that the Company’s servants eventually succeeded in overcoming the difficulties
and obstructions which the Mahomedan Governors of Surat frequently raised. In 1760 1t was
a Parsee who, in concert with a Mogul officer, procured a “firman” from the Court of Delhi, granting

the custody of the castle and the charge of the admiralty at Surat to the President of the HKast

India Company.

The intimate contact thus bronght about between the British and the Parsees had naturally
the most desirable effects on the latter. In 1724 the President of the East India Company had pecu-
niary differences with his Parsee Brokers at Surat and had got two of them imprisoned through the
assistance of the Nawab of Surat. Failing to find redress in Bombay, one of them made the bold
attempt to cross the seas and, personally appealing to the Court of Directors in London, suceeeded
in getting the orders of the President reversed and had the appeal decided in his favour for over
five lacs of Rupees. It seems this was the first instance of a Parsee going to England to obtain
his rights and to seek justice by constitutional means even at the hazard of a six months voyage to
an unknown land. Surat however had to yield its commercial importance to Bombay, and Parsee
settlers were drawn to the latter as early as 1640 A. C. While at Surat several Parsecs were con-
nected 1n trade with the Portuguese, and hence they easily succeeded in obtaining confidential
employment under the Portuguese Government at Bombay. When the island became a British
possession in 1662 we again find the Parsees prominent amongst the commissariat contractors
and the Farmers of Land Revenue on behalf of the Company’s Government. As ship-wrichts
some Parsees had achieved distinction at Surat, and the Company’s Government had to avail itself
of the assistance of a Parsee ship-builder in constructing the first Dockyard at Bombay in 1735.

As the principal sea-port of Western India, Bombay has afforded peculiar advantages for the :
development of commerce, and during the last 125 years the Parsees have prominently taken the
leading part. To the shores of China they were the first to m igrate in search of wealth in 1756;
.and for more than a hundred years Parsee firms have been carrying on a thriving trade in Canton,
Hak%’ Hﬂngkong, ﬂnd Shuughai, “Iith B*L‘I]gf}.f} PL'H“: Rﬂllgm,rlh H:ull‘ﬂ:-:. and tllL' E"‘f[‘-ll:.lball‘ Cﬂast
they also begﬂ'-ﬂito trade in rice, timber and aroceries from an early date. Under the fostering
qare of the British they soon extended their trade with England in cotton, piece goods, and other
staples. From the year 1803 we find Parsee merchants liberally contributing to Subscription



b !

Funds raised in England; as in the memorial Fund of William Pitt, the Testimonial to Dr. Jenner

: ¥

the well-known discoverer and propagator of vaccination, the London Patriotic Fund of 1804 the

: 1
Marquis of Cornwallis Memorial Fund of 1806, and the London Hospital Fund of 1808. Comine
3 o
% ‘ " s 'Il‘ ~ O3 "1 - _._' . "|.='I'-‘ " " 3 - . : ‘ ..

to our own times, 1t 18 necdless to enter into a {]1__“_!11‘1{!“11 of the w a4y 1n which (hlllﬂg the last ﬁfty

years, they have always stood forward inthe cause of suffering humanity or to dilate on the

aptitude which they have shewn for the mechanical arts and the Spinning and Weaving industries
of Bombay.

This compilation lays no pretence to originality. It makes uo claim to be a history or a
discourse on the manners and customs of the Parsces. The main and simple object of the work
18 to place within the reach of the general reader in a concise form materials which have been
rescued from old records scattered throughout Bombay and Guzerat. If my preliminary labours
will facilitate the path of some capable investigator or historian, if the vast fund of information
here collected and classified will furnish a guide to those desirous of knowing how their forefathers
worked their way to success in life, I shall not have troubled in vain.

By the kind permission of Government I was allowed free access to Gazetteers, Newspaper
files, and other Government publications in the Secretariat Record Room. But the Files even
there begin with the year 1797. I had therefore to fall back for an account of the preceding period
on the Persian Revdyets—Dbeing the correspondence carried on about the 15th and 16th centuries
between the Parsee settlers in India and their co-religionists in Persia ; as well as several old docu-
ments and memoranda in the possession of Parsee priests at Nowsaree, Unklesar, Broach, and Surat.
In spite of the ready assistance which they afforded me and the copious use I have made of them,
Lam fully aware that the first portion of the narrative between the 8th and the 1Sth centuries is only
approached at considerable intervals. This however could not be avoided. Every possible attempt
was made, but neither the Moola Feroz, the Nowsaree Meherjee Rana or other Libraries or any
Family Records in Bombay or in the Mofussil could bring within the compiler's reach any further
materials to supply the missing links. Special pains have been bestowed on collecting in the
footnotes the inscriptions and tablets on the Towers of Silence, Fire Temples, and Dharmsilds,

throughout India, and they have been reproduced in the annotations.

With the view of collecting in this work all available information on Parsee customs and
usages I have frecly drawn upon the knowledge of several elders of the community, both of Bombay
and the Mofussil ; and I take this occasion of acknowledging my warm thanks for the kindness and
courtesy with which they have assisted my investigations. Amongst those I may be permitted

specially to mention the names of Mr. Dadabhoy Pestonjee Wadia and his brother the late

Mr. Mancherjee Pestonjee. They laid at my disposal a number of old papers and documents which

they had inherited from their father Pestonjee Bomanjee Wadia, perhaps the most leading and

- a & # o . . : - ¥ o b i
influential member in his time of the Native community of Bombay:.

To Dastoor Erachjee Sorabjee Meherjee Rana and his brother Ervad Jamaspjee Sorabjee

Meherjee Rana, I feel particularly indebted for the eminent aid given in obtaining old documents,

" . T " o = [l : - - &) i - ili 5
and to Mr. Ruttonjee Framjee Vacha for laymg at my disposal accounts of several Parsee familie

i i E b AAm :
which he had collected for the second part of his work—the ¢ Mumbai-no-Bdhdr. The names of
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Dadabhoy Furdoonjee of Broach also merit particular mention.

I cannot conclude this without acknowledging with gratitude the disinterested zeal and the
hively interest with which the Hon'ble Sx.at'élia_ji;?v Sh;ipum‘jt:t.: ECIJgﬂIL'L‘. the Hon ble Dl.'!%:ii:.-hhr}y

Framjee C. S. I. and Mr. K. R. Cama, made very valuable suggestions.

The liberal manner in which 1,100 copies of this book have been subscribed in advance in
Bombay and the Mofussil, the kind condescension with which H. E. Sir Richard Temple hag
L ]
accepted the dedication of the work, and the patronage his Government has given by subscribing
to 100 copies, induce the compiler to hope that this book  will gradually work its way to

tavourable popular reception.

B. B. P!
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