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PREFACE.

present edition of the Hand Book has been ‘éatge-l
sed and considerably enlarged. The object of this

the beginner in the acquisition of a-knowl-
Shan language in its colloquial form. PartT.
e grammatical principles which govern the -
rt II. embraces a variety of sentences per-
practical life. Part IIIL. contains . some Shan

age (Liesson XVIL.) has been introduced, be-
& of the book language is metrical and is so
different from any thing in ordinary use as to
stance to the beginner. ' :

and English vocabulary has been appended
as the Shan and English Dictionary will meet
An English and Shan Vocabulary, containing
mmon and important words in use, has been

- ' J. N. Cusnine.
.. August, 1888. : '

27 Juy e

sy colloquial style. Ouly one’specimen of




INTRODUCTION.

armese Shan branch of the Tai family of lan-
is treated of in this book, is spoken from -
thward = beyond Theinni and from the'i;i
t of the great Burman plain to the Cam-
In this area there are some dlaIectlc dift
it they are of slight importance.  The stan-
followed is the language of Mone andf‘
cipalities. It should be added, that m:‘
ipality of Kaingtung, & modified form
habet is quite as extenswe]y used as the
ployed in this book which is the only ozlev
hi Western Shans. :
atical structure of the Shan s exeeed- :
" Like the other languages of Farther India,
‘No one can  speak it aceurately without
he ‘tofnes'. This would be a matter of com-
ase, were the tones properIy indicated by -
s in the Sgan Karen, which has one of- the

g s of phonetic representation in the‘
is however a remarkable pancity of
Not only are tones not indicated
4bnt the vowels in many syllablc combina- -
.two, and in some combinations, even
,t“ qﬁantities. In this fact lies the éhlef o

~in many words, the quantlty of the vowel»

,‘1




2 A , ) INTRODUCTION.,
f
must be learned by practice. The student cannot be too
careful in the beginning to ‘learn correctly the proper
pronunuatlon of “each new word. S
There are five tones Whlch have been descrlbed in
the Grammar §32. - :
Of these tones there are three senes, viz. closed.

. ce. to the followmg tables it wﬂl be seen that some
owels can have only one quantxty. I have alway_o
¢l sed these under the closed senes.V Thus in .o]_, ka,
' ,p ¢, the vowel a can have only one quantlty ‘

. ()ther vowels allow of two series of tones only Thus
228, kin. to. protrude, and 9%, kon, man, have pre
isely the same spelling and-tone in Shan ‘but & be-

longs to the  closed -series. of tones, and . to the open

os.- Sometimes- in writing, the - Shans place the._gn

) by the side of the vowel SLgn beneath the consonan

ate the closed series, but it is an mfrequent prac-

1ntrodnoed ,;nto_ the -fo

G
to mdio
and:has- neve;r; been,

',,'Closed syllables w1t11 the *vowelo allow of thre
‘of: tones. Thus in Bo8; Kin, to eat, 8,

3 i ken: to sugpen he ¥ belong
G:the mediate Qenes, “and e to;,he open sen

The quantity of the
& or short i aecordmg torthe- ﬁnal consonant. - With

and 8 it is-®, but in all other cases it--is 1.
-~ therefore; we have BS, kmg,

:

,mabzlzﬁy to do.

(e s) mediate (m. s.), and open (0.s). The first and
' last serles only are noticed by native scholars. By re-

¢ vowel“iu the: medlate series may b

to roll-over and over, .85,
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keng, to be em}wely used up, and 3§, keng, to pretend
It will therefore be seen that when the meaning of

“wor y
ord is learned, great care in acquiring the pro :
one and vowel of the word is indispensable pepen

The  followin
g tables sh
ke and cowels ow the powers of the conso-

’ Oonsonants.' .

k, ® kh, ¢ ng, 0 5, » bs, @ ny, o t ooht
n,op,rcfo hp, m, 0y, qr, oal’

M a. o w,..

Vowels .

wer When standm ‘ 4 |

g alone. . Power f ' '

] - followed by

consonant -

o 8.4, a rather ob‘use .
sound.

. 0. 8, a, abroad sound

o as a m ]ard

a short, as a in quota;

a Iong as a in- tather-

'1shoxt
G.S.I,aseeln Iek

ong, as i in polite. "
short, as 00 in good. . o e i o
£ good , A » -
. " g BULH. . Cs $+-U, a8 - :
‘ - $+ U, 38 00.in logt..
08, 0 .88 o lﬂ hop :
/."Exceptlons When tol~ :

Iowed by c§ '




4 ‘ INTRODUGTION.

s. vowel sound

modified to ui or
, and the o. s._
vowel sound to ne
or we, as Qc§ G 8.
k-wi and »ep, 0. 5.
k-we. The semi-
vowel tone; which
appears in- this

“wi

combination is in-

dicated by a hy-

phen, as O?cﬁ, t-
, ~ : we, to look. ~ ‘
@} - G long. as oo in too. '
e ¢ s. e, as ay, in may.
- 0. 8 &, ag in the French feve.
7 or e in the English eh!
\m" ¢. s. ai, as ai in aisle. .

- 0. 8..4i, the same sound with a broader pronun-

ciation.
e@] aw short, as o in often.

cmf a'w long, as aw in awful.

The  three vowel sounds of & in a closed sylla;ble :
the second vowel sound of @p in a closed syllable, and
ined Wlth a

\the two vowel - sounds of o5, when con
consonant, often have a semi-vowel tone. asso
them, which is nearly equal to short'y with & and cJaS
and  to short o with .

pronousiced m-e instead of me.  .In &8, me, 3o, mother,

Thus ¢8, 4e, wife,  is-

INTRODUCTION. 5

the seml-vowel tone is hardly dlstmgunhab]e.
: _ence or absence of this semi.
here it is found,

The pre-
vowel tone in combinations
must be learned by careful obser-

Diphthongs.

8 ¢ s. au, as ow in how.

‘0. 5. a'u, the same sound with
: cmtlon.

¢ 8. i-0.

a broader pronan-

m, 8. i-B, as io in punctilio,

0. 8. -au.

0 lono as o in mote.

6.8 i, as in the German, Glick.
0. 8. 6, as in the German, Léwe,
01 as ol in choice.

Triphthong .

-~ ail, nearly like u in lull.

Compound Consonants.

-wa; when followed by a final (-onson‘mt, aw a3
aw in lawn.

d~wa.

Awa when followed by a- ﬁnal consonant,

¢. 8.
a-wa, 0. 8. awa. S




INTRODUCTION.

Combination with T

.
By

ka. 5e.
G 8. ka.
ki 5c.
G Sy ki,“
ku 5¢.
C. s. kd.
¢. s ke or k-e.
0. 8. ke ér k-e.
¢. 8. kai.
0. s. kali.
~kaw, Be.,
¢. s. ka'w.

CQ‘ s’

nH c's. kak,
0. s. kak,
B85 ¢. s kik,
. .,'3-: kyk6kb.
0. s. kek.

25 ¢ s kik 58

0. 8 kong.

0. 8. kﬁk., 7

@8. c. s kiik. .88

0.8, kbngy

0. s. kok:

NS . s kat,
0. s kat,

BoS ¢. 8. kit ,

¢+ &, kang.

o. s. kang.

6.8  king.

m.s. K€ng. .

0. 8. keng'." &

¢. s. kiing.

¢. s, kawng.

c. 8. kiing. -

6. 8. kap. ‘
_0. 8. kap.
C.. 8 kip. '
m. 8. kip.
0. $. kep.
c. 8 kﬁp.
 ,0”-;8‘. kop,
0. s. kawp.
“e. 8. kilp.
0. 8. kbp_'

e 5 kau.
0. 8. ,ka'li.
¢ 8. ki—ﬁ
. 8. ki-0.

0. 8 ki-au.
¢. s ko.
e« s, kil
‘. 8. k6.

INTRODUCTION.
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Abbreviations,

R ¢. 8. koi,
0. s. ko'i.
~§ ¢. 8, kaii.

] c. s« kya.

JE][S ‘¢. 5. kyo.
@1 ¢. 8. kra,
R 5c.. kwa.
21 €. 8. KWA,
21 e s kwa.
Q’ e & k-wai,

A \

¢ $ kam,
0. 8. kam.
e s. kim.
m. s. kim,
o. s. kem,

« ¢ 8. kiim.

o.’s. kém,

‘¢ 8. kawm, 7

¢. 8. kitm,
8 kom,

s kife 0. s. kwa'i.

m.s. kin.  m.s kit 48 ; « .
0. 5. ken. o 0. s: ket or k-et o, 5. ken: E Q¢ ¢. 5. kyawng.
o s k-wi B ¢ s kit. - 58 c. s Kin., s B, % and cnq are really the fifth tone of »n1, B,
and co‘f , and are marked 5c, for the sake of
niformity.  Several forms can take only one series of -
ones like 01, R85, ete., and they are aiways marked c.s.

0.5 k-we. 0. 8. kot 0. . ko,
‘v RS 6. s kawt. JRQS c. s kawn.
@08 e s, kut. }3'28 ¢. 8. kiin,

s« két. 048 ké’ni;.




HAND BOOK

OF THE

SHAN LANGUAGE

PART FIRST

LESSON I
Subject and Ob_]ect of the Verb,

kon, 40, a man, 28 nam, fe, water.
‘khan, 3¢, boiled rice, 3¢’ nai, e, ﬁns,

55 kho 4c, goods, clothing, 8.8 pin, lm to be,
to exigt,

'kha’i, 1o, to sell, 9 1a, 5c; a pony.
ngiin, 4c, silver, money. 8 mi, 4¢, 10 be, to

. , have.z
ip, 4m, to be sore. ©” mai, 3¢5 to be hot.
s, 5c, to buy. SRR A I, ?0 be gooa; -

tawng 5c, the belly, bowels, co? lal. 30

to ge’é,

“nan, 3e, that,

1) d;gm W1H gwe t;lm‘? sunp]eet
orbi—

Pi’e&én&

I see. 08-310980?8 We see.
Thou seest,” “oppaf., You see.
He sees. ‘aSgeSn?S They see.




